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Draft AGENDA

23 April 2026: 10:00 -13:00, 14:00 - 16:00
“Sustainable soil management in Europe”

Presentations, discussion, thematic round tables

1. Policy framing: Towards a European voluntary guideline for sustainable soil

management

Overview presentations:

— Guidelines for sustainable soil management in Europe: design options, expectations,
synergies, implementation conditions/requirements

— EU-repository of measures and practices to increase soil resilience

Statements:

— Reflections by stakeholders (each participating stakeholder to summarize their
engagement for sustainable soil management)

2. Management impact on soil health: what is possible, feasible, efficient and effective?
Practices and implementation conditions (expert pitches, round tables)
— SSM of the forest sector
— Can SOC be sustainably increased?
— How can polluted soils be risk-managed, particularly in agriculture and urban areas?
— How can new soil sealing be reduced despite needs for urban development?
— What are the challenges for balanced nutrient management?
— Which practices improve soil biodiversity?
— Through which management can topsoils and subsoils be restored/decompacted?
— How to manage soils suffering from high susceptibility to erosion

3. Writing and coordination process
— Extended Table of Content (eToC)
— Input/writing process
— Review and revision

24 April 2026: 09:00 -13:00, 14:00-15:00

“ESP Action Areas”
Introduction into the day

1. Action area 1: Sustainably manage soils across all land uses
— Conclusions of day 1 including stakeholder input

2. Action area 2: Strengthen participation in soil protection
— Soil policies: EU Soil Monitoring Law developments and implications
— Subregional and national soil partnerships: reports/contributions

o Western Balkan Soil Partnership
o Pyrenean Soil Partnership
o Alpine Soil Partnership
o Eurasian Soil Partnership
o National Soil Partnership: Ukraine
3. Action area 3: Research for stakeholders
— European soil research landscape: overview/structure, key facts, role of stakeholders
— EU Soil Mission clusters: output for stakeholders
— EJP Soil Roadmap
4. Action area 4: “Make-the-difference”: awareness and advocacy
— Summary of activities, needs and outlook (JRC, EU Soil Missions projects, ELSA
— NB Soil Academy for farm advisors (NBSOIL)
5. Action area 5: Assess, map and monitor soil health
— Soil monitoring and indicators: global-continental-national-regional-local
— Cooperation: harmonized soil analytics (EUROSOLAN); laboratory study in support of
the EU Soil Monitoring Law (EUSoil_Lab), EU SoilHarmony project (transfer functions)
6. Action area 6: Foster technical cooperation
— Activity overview
— Global Soil Partnership Plenary Assembly 2026/ESP preparatory webinar
©/
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Meeting conclusions
— Responsibilities, roadmap, cooperation
— Other business



EUROPEAN SOIL

PAKTHERGEF EUROPEAN SOIL PARTNERSHIP v ACTION AREAS v SOIL CONDITION IN EUROPE v RESOURCES v NEWS & EVENTS v

European Soil Partnership > Action Areas > Sustainable Soil Management and Restauration

Action Area 1

Sustainably Manage and Restore Soils for the Provision of Ecosystem Services



Action Area 1:

Guidelines for sustainable soil management in

Europe
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Voluntary Guidelines
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Extended Table of Content (ToC) with examples

Contents
1 Challenges for sustainable soil management: increase soil resilience ............ccccccccveveeeeeeeeiiiieeeeeeeenninne. 2
2 SCOPE OF this GUIEIING .......eeeeeeieeee et e e e e e eeeeeeeeeessa s eeeeas 2
3 TOOIS aNd data SOUICES ........cooiiiiiiiiiiiii e 4
4  Regionalized aPPrOaCh ... e e e e e e e e et ——————————aaaaaaeaens 6
4.1 Definition Of FEGIONS ..o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e as 6
4.2 Matrixes with management OPLIONS ............ooooiii i e e s 6
5 Best practice agricultural soil management (direct and indirect)...........cccoooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii, 7
5.1 Regional agricultural management conditions in EUrope .............cooovviiiiiii e, 7
5.2 Pest control in agriculture across soils and climate areas ...............ccccooviiiiieei i, 8
5.2 Fertilization management across EUropean regiONS............ccccoovvveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 9
5.3 Intercropping, mulching, weed control.................oooii e 10
6 Best practice forest soil MaANAZEMENT ... —————— 12
7 Best practice urban soil ManNageMEeNt ... e e e e e e e eaae 12
8 Best practice mountain SOil MANAGEMENT ............oooiiiiiiii e e e e e e e e e e e e e 12
9 Enabling sustainable soil management ... ——————— 12



Extended Table of Content (ToC) with examples

EXiSting Pan-European Guidelines for Afforestation and Reforestation

gwdellnes Sustainable agricultural management
Technical Guidance for carbon farming
Ecoschemes in the new CAP

GAEC (Good Agricultural and Environmental Conditions)

Knowledge

repositories

(results from
projects)

Organic Farm Knowledge platform

EU FarmBook
EIP Agri/CAP Network: Focus groups and thematic networks
EJP Soil and other EU Soil Mission projects

B wnN e


https://www.prosilva.org/fileadmin/prosilva/3_Close_to_Nature_Forestry/01_ProSilva_Principles/Pro_Silva_Principles_2012.pdf
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/2d1a6e8f-8cda-11ee-8aa6-01aa75ed71a1
https://foresteurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/MC_lisbon_resolutionL2_with_annexes.pdf#page=18
https://foresteurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Pan-EuropeanAfforestationReforestationGuidelines.pdf
https://ieep.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/IEEP_FiBL_Eco-scheme_Guide_Final.pdf
https://organic-farmknowledge.org/
https://welcome.eufarmbook.eu/

Extended Table of Content (ToC) with examples

5 Best practice agricultural soil management (direct and indirect)
5.1
5.2

Regional agricultural management conditions in Europe ..

Pest control in agriculture across soils and climate areas ..

Matrix for integrated pest managemMeNnt.....ccceeevveeeeereeeeeeeieeeereneenns

Matrix for fertilization

Conditions/challenges

Nutrient management

Limited time for nutrient
uptake

Lower total fertilizer input

Focus on early nutrient availability

Use of organic fertilizers where possible
Grass—clover systems (biological nitrogen fixation)

5.2 Fertilization management across European regions...........
M atriX FOr FOITilIZAtiON ..vueveeeieee et ee e eeeeeeseneseeseneseesenesnnsenssnns
Impact of soil types on fertilization........ooveeeuvnnn.. Region

Boreal
5.3 Intercropping, mulching, weed control......
MatriX for iINterCroPPING ..cueveieeeeeeeeeeeeeeereerenerearens
MatrixX fTOr MUICHING.....vveeeiee e ereeeeeeeeneees Continental

(Central and

Matrix for weed control 11 Eastern Europe)

Large-scale arable farming
Challenge is to balance high
yields with environmental
protection

Mineral fertilizers widely used (NPK)

Crop rotation with legumes to fix nitrogen
Increasing use of precision farming

Soil testing to optimize application

Mediterranean

Water scarcity: Irrigation often
required

Nutrient efficiency: soils often
with low in organic matter

Fertigation (fertilizers via irrigation); timing
aligned with irrigation cycles

Localized application (near roots)

Organic amendments to improve soil structure

Atlantic

Strong nutrient leaching
High livestock density in some
areas

Several N doses during crop growth

Heavy use of organic fertilizers (manure, slurry)
Cover crops to retain nutrients in winter
Precision fertilization to reduce losses




Discussion Day 1

Cooperation

» Commission (ENV, AGRI) and ESP focal points welcome the initiative towards a VGSSM-
Europe; important to coordinate the guideline with the SML repository of practice

» Various and members and non-governmental stakeholders were present and expressed
their interest to cooperate

» Connection to the Global Soil Partnership

Scope

» Refine the VGSSM structure to reflect the 3 sustainability pillars: ecologic, economic
and social implications of SSM. Only then, barriers to implement best practice can be
addressed.

» The example with agricultural practices could be extended (livestock management, soil
cover)



Guideline development: a collaborative and evidence-based approach

» Steering group (SG); call for volunteers; reminder will be sent with meeting report (ESP focal important)

» Domain experts: leading authors (LA) (responsibility by Chapter) to represent knowledge about the large
spectrum of regional conditions (land uses, soils and best practices)

» Stakeholders are much welcome to join SC/LA

» Consultants

Time frame (proposal)

2026 Formation steering group (SG)

SG: agreed approach: ToC, scope, audience, format (final product design), roadmap, launch
Knowledge basis by consultant
Leading authors (LA) identified

Draft version 1.0 to SG for review

LA for revision

2"d jteration

Review by ESP focal points, members and stakeholders
LA for revision

SC/LA for revision and agreement on final version
Public consultation

2027/
2028

V VVVVVVY VVVY

2028 Launch event



Soil research: conclusions

Soil research; various strategic research agendas developed

+ EU Soil Mission is the main funding scheme for soil: science policy interface
+ Horizon Europe finances EIP-AGRI Thematic Networks

4+  SOlLveR as a small MS-driven research network
+

Other funding programs are used for soil: (a) EU funding programmes: Technical
Support Instrument (TSI), Life, (b) regional programmes: INTERREG/ESPON

= Currently no co-funded partnership
= Strongly reduced research activities >2030

+/— Strategic research agendas available (but need integration and updating)
for possible future research partnering

Weak stakeholder involvement


https://reforms-investments.ec.europa.eu/technical-support-instrument-0/tsi-how-it-works_en
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