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Arguably ….

….the biggest challenge that we face.

But if we get it right….
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Let’s talks about soils….

Soil literacy combines broad awareness with specialised

understanding, across a range of disciplines, through 

communication and educational activities that bring soil 

closer to people’s lives.

But we need to do more than talk….
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EU Soil Strategy 2030

The Commission, together with Member States and stakeholders, will:

• Launch a soil literacy engagement and awareness initiative, building on the successful 

example of the “ocean literacy”. 

• Facilitate and encourage the sharing of best practices in communication and 

engagement on soil, building an EUSO portal and setting up outreach networks aiming at 

healthy soils.

• Integrate the issue of soil degradation under the European common reference framework 

of sustainability competences, to develop the concept of soil literacy with European 

citizens. 

• Run a comprehensive portfolio of actions for communication, education, and citizen 

engagement to promote soil health at various levels and bring soils closer to citizen’s 

values, building on the Mission ‘A Soil Deal for Europe’ and the EU Soil Observatory.
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Soil Mission
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Soil Mission
Engage with the soil user community and society at large 

Activities:

• Foster soil education across society

• Engage with and activate municipalities and regions to design their own strategies and

actions for the protection of soil health

• Engage with the private sector and consumers to embed soil health in business practices

• Strengthen soil health advice and improve access to training for practitioners in line with

Agricultural Knowledge and Innovation Systems

• Create citizen-led soil stewardship

• Bring soil closer to citizens’ values
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Action Area 4: Promote Awareness Raising 
and Advocacy

Networks that promote awareness raising and advocacy on soil health include the

European Network on Soil Awareness (ENSA), the European Land and Soil Alliance

(ELSA), as well as outreach activities by many European partner organizations.
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Issue & Proposal

• ENSA future

• More structured approach within ESP / support from EUSO

• Critical mass

• Clear leadership

• “Relaunch” of ENSA


