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Sampling Approach: Each plot divided into elementary units ≤5 ha.
Composite samples (0–30 cm) collected along diagonal transects. Each
composite sample consists of 20–25 subsamples.



What should soil data in military impact zones 
look like?

To move from "chaos 
and sensation" to 
effective management, 
data must be 
structured across four 
critical dimensions



Key results 
from 2025 
surveys by 
SPIU



Conclusions

• Implications for Agriculture

• Most soils remain suitable for continued cultivation.

• Local “hot spots” (contamination clusters) require site-specific 
assessment before agricultural use.

• Farmers need clear guidance on safe land management after the conflict.

• Implications for Policy and Recovery

• Support for scientifically grounded land restoration within the Ukraine 
Plan.

• Alignment with the EU Soil Strategy 2030.

• Development of a reproducible methodological framework for 
post-conflict soil assessment.

• Next Steps

• Expansion of monitoring to additional regions.

• Integration of remote sensing data with field sampling.

• Development of risk-based land-use recommendations to support 
recovery planning.
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